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Visual Understanding in Education (VUE) is a developmentally-based educational research group.  Our
mission is to foster aesthetic and cognitive growth through interaction with art objects, and to design
programs for use in schools and museums that facilitate access to art and learning in general.    Our
programs include teacher training and mentoring, a multi-year curriculum, guides, and evaluation.

Visual Understanding in Education Materials:

Curricula:   

Housen, Abigail, and Yenawine, Philip.        Visual Thinking Strategies Curriculum.     A multi-year curriculum
(grades 1-3, 4-7) using art objects to teach critical and creative thinking in schools.  Contains
lesson plans, slides, image lists.  1993.  Out of print.

Housen, Abigail and Yenawine, Philip.       Starter Lessons.     A semester-long introduction to the Visual
Thinking Strategies Curriculum. Contains lesson plans, slides, image lists. 1998. Out of print.

Housen, Abigail, and Philip Yenawine.       Visual Thinking Strategies         Africana Curriculum: Who Am I?  An
Art Program for Museums and Schools    . Year One Lessons for Grades 3-5. Contains lesson plans,
slides, image lists, and selected guides.  1999. Out of print.

Housen,  Abigail  and Philip Yenawine.       Visual Thinking Strategies Curriculum.     A multi-year curriculum
(Grades K-2, 3-5) using art objects to teach critical and creative thinking in schools.  Contains
lesson plans, slides, image lists, and selected guides.  2000.

Housen, Abigail and Philip Yenawine.       Visual Thinking Strategies Curriculum, Year 2.     Supplementary
materials to a multi-year curriculum (for Grades 4-5) using art objects to teach critical and creative
thinking in schools.  Contains lesson plans, slides, image lists, and selected guides.  2001.

Guides:   

Assessing Student Writing.
A Brief Guide to Developmental Theory and Aesthetic Development. *
Guide to Coaching.
Guide to Contrasting Practices.
Guide to Mentoring.
Guide to Museum Visits. *
Guide to Recent Studies in Aesthetic Development.
Guide to Videotaping. *
Guidelines for Facilitating Discussions.
Guidelines for Image Selection for Beginning Viewers *
Guidelines for Observing Visual Thinking Strategies Classroom Lessons.
Housen’s Methodology and Stage Theory of Aesthetic Development.
Introduction to Data Collection for Studies of Aesthetic Development.
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Sample Debriefings from the Visual Thinking Africana Curriculum (VTAC) Year I Debriefing Syllabus.
Sample VTS Implementation Plan for the Academic Year.
Summary of the Visual Thinking Strategies Grades K-5 Curriculum. *
Visual Thinking Strategies:  Overview of Questioning and Responding.
VTS Beginner Viewer Pathmarker.
VTS Teacher Training Implementation Plan.
VTS Docent Training Syllabus.
VTS Teacher Training Syllabus.
Writing for Adult Museum Visitors. *

Videos:   

An Introduction to the Visual Thinking Strategies    .  Written and narrated by Philip Yenawine, Abigail
Housen, content consultant, produced by Linda Duke, directed by Karin DeSantis.  1997.  *

Reports:   
Russia and Eastern Europe
Report to the Soros Foundation.      Pilot Project: Teaching Critical Thinking through Art.   

St. Petersburg, Russia. March 11-19, 1994.
Report to the Soros Foundation.      Teaching Critical Thinking through Art.   

St. Petersburg, Russia.  July, 1994.
Report to the Soros Foundation.      Teaching Critical Thinking through Art.   

St. Petersburg, Russia.  April, 1995.
Housen, Abigail, Nancy Lee Miller, and Philip Yenawine.    Interim Report on the Visual Thinking Strategies

Program: St. Petersburg Longitudinal Study Years I and II.    Prepared for the Open Society Institute
(Soros Foundations), New York.  1997.  *

Housen, Abigail, Nancy Lee Miller, and Philip Yenawine     Interim Report to the         Soros Foundation-
Kazakhstan on the Visual Thinking Strategies Program.     1997.  *

Byron, Minnesota
Housen, Abigail and Catherine Egenberger.       Methods for Museum Education, 1993-94; 1994-1995; 1995-

1996; 1996-1997; 1997-1998.    Reports to the McKnight Foundation. 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998.

Boston, Massachusetts
Housen, Abigail, Karin DeSantis,  and Linda Duke.      Thinking through Art: A Pilot Project to Restructure

the Boston Public Schools-Museum of Fine Arts Fifth Grade Program.     Prepared for the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston.  1997.

Housen, Abigail and Karin DeSantis.      Report on the Pilot Assessment Project Thinking Through Art 1997-
98.    Prepared for the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.  1999.  *

Visual Understanding in Education.       Report to the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, on the Teacher Interview
Case Study of the         Thinking Through Art Program        , Spring 2000.     Prepared for the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston, 2000.  *

Selected Bibliographies:

Abigail Housen

Housen, Abigail.       A Review of Studies in Aesthetic Education.     Unpublished Qualifying Paper,
Harvard Graduate School of Education,  1979.

Housen, Abigail.  "What is Beyond or Before the Lecture Tour?  A  Study of Aesthetic Modes of 
Understanding."       Art Education    .  January, 1980.

Housen, Abigail.       The Eye of the Beholder:  Measuring Aesthetic Development   .
Ed.D. Diss., Harvard University, 1983a.
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Housen, Abigail.       Aesthetic Development Scoring Manual    in the Eye of the Beholder:
Measuring Aesthetic Development.  Ed.D. Diss., Harvard  University, 1983b.

Housen, Abigail.  "Who Comes to the ICA? - A Pilot Study of the ICA Spring Audience 1984."
Report to the ICA Boston. 1984.

Housen, Abigail.       Artpack    .  Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, collaborator,  1986.
Housen, Abigail.  "Three Methods for Understanding Museum Audiences."

      Museum Studies Journal   .   Spring-Summer, 1987a.  *
Housen, Abigail.  "Museums in the Age of Pluralism."       Art Education Here    .

Massachusetts College of Art.  1987b.
Housen, Abigail.  "Using Aesthetic Theory in Practice."

      Western            Museums Conference Newsletter   ,  AAM.  1987c.
Housen, Abigail.  "A Study of the Collaborative Arts-in-Education Program During the

Spring of 1988."  Evaluation Report for the  Education  Department at the Edith C. Blum
Art Institute at Bard College.  February, 1989a.

Housen, Abigail, Catherine Egenberger, Katherine Heinchon-Zajac. "A New  Approach to the Evaluation 
of Arts in Education Programs” in      The Sourcebook:  Crossroads Museums in the Nineties,   
AAM,  1989b.

Housen, Abigail.  "Interactive Learning and the Value of New Technology."
Monograph for AAM.  June, 1989c.

Housen, Abigail, Nancy Lee Miller, Philip Yenawine.  Preliminary Report - Year I (1989-1990)
MoMA Research and Evaluation Study: School Programs.  Spring 1991a. *

Housen, Abigail, Philip Yeanwine, Amelia Arenas.       Visual Thinking Curriculum      .
Unpublished but used for research purposes. Museum of Modern Art, New York.  1991b.

Housen, Abigail. "Three Self-Guiding Tours for the Asiatic Galleries: Summative Evaluation for the 
Museum of Fine Arts Boston."  July, 1991c.

Housen, Abigail.  "Validating a Measure of Aesthetic Development for Museums and Schools."
    ILVS Review     ,  Vol. 2. 1992a.  *

Housen, Abigail, Catherine Egenberger. "Harmonies in Red Hook:  The Bard/Red Hook Evaluation."
     FYI   .  Winter.  Vol. 7. No. 2. A-3. 1992b.

Housen, Abigail, Nancy Lee Miller, Philip Yenawine.  Preliminary Report  - Year II (1990-1991) MoMA 
Research and Evaluation Study: School Programs.  Fall. 1992d.  *

Housen, Abigail, Philip Yenawine, Nancy Lee Miller.       Reports on Audience Research 1991-1993    .  
Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Housen, Abigail and Linda Duke.  “Responding to Alper: Re-presenting the MoMA Studies on Visual
Literacy and Aesthetic Development.”       Visual Arts Research    . 24(1).  1998.

Housen, Abigail.  “Voices of Viewers: Iterative Research, Theory, and Practice.”       Arts and Learning
Research Journal,    17 (1).  *

Housen, Abigail.  “Methods for Assessing Transfer from an Art-viewing Program.” Not yet published.
Delivered as Panelist. American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA.

Philip Yenawine    

Yenawine, Philip.  Arts Awareness: Line, Color, Shape, Sound.  Film series for the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art under a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. 1973.

Yenawine, Philip, Ardy Friedburg.   "Report on Art Teaching Survey."       Teacher          Magazine    .  January, 1975.
Yenawine, Philip. How to Show Grown Ups the Museum (a young person's guide to The Museum of 

Modern Art).  The Museum of Modern Art.  1986.
Yenawine, Philip.  "Master Teaching in the Art Museum."  J    ournal of Museum         Education    .  Fall 1988.
Yenawine, Philip.  I    nheriting the Theory: New Voices and Multiple Perspectives on DBAE     .

Getty Center for Education in the Arts.  1990.
Yenawine, Philip, Abigail Housen, Amelia Arenas.       Visual Thinking Curriculum      .  Unpublished but used 

for research purposes. Museum of Modern Art, New York.  1991a.
Yenawine, Philip.      How to Look at Modern Art.     Harry N. Abrams.  1991b.
Yenawine, Philip.       Colors, Lines, Shapes, and Stories    .  Books for children about modern art.   Museum of 

Modern Art and Delacorte.  1991c.
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Yenawine, Philip.      People     and      Places.     Books for children about modern art.  Museum of Modern Art 
and Delacorte.  1993a.

Yenawine, Philip.        What Do You See?      Videotape on teaching in art galleries.  Produced by the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Dept of education.  1993b.

Yenawine, Philip, Abigail Housen, Nancy Lee Miller.       Reports on Audience Research 1991-1993    .  
Museum of Modern Art, New York.  1993c.

Yenawine, Philip.  "Approaching Art, Changing Styles: Victor D'Amico and Philip Yenawine at MOMA"
catalogue entry.       Art as Human Necessity    .  National Children's Castle, Japan. 1995.

Yenawine, Philip.  “Thoughts on Visual Literacy.” Essay.      Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy
through the Communicative and Visual Arts   . Edited by James Flood, Shirley Brice Heath, and
 Diane Lapp. 1997 Macmillan Library Reference USA.

Yenawine, Philip.  “Visual Art and Student-Centered Discussions”      Theory into Practice     , Spring 1999
special issue:  “Constructing a Liberatory Practice in School Subjects.” *

Yenawine, Philip.  “Housen’s Theory and Decorative Arts Education.” Article in      Old Collections New
Audiences, Decorative Arts and Visitor Experience for the 21    st    Century        .  Henry Ford Museum &
Greenfield Museum, 2000.  *

Yenawine, Philip.  “Da Teoria a Pratica: Estrategias do Pensamento Visual.” Article in      Educacao          Estetica e
Artistica    .  Fundacao Calouste Gulbenkian, 2000.

Further Studies Using         Housen's Method:   

DeSantis, Karin. "Visually Impaired Visitors in the Museum: Results from the Museum of Modern Art/Art
Education for the Blind Pilot Study" - Paper presented at Crossing the Two-Dimensional Barrier:
How to Make Museums Accessible to Blind and Visually Impaired Viewers, Museum of Modern
Art/Art Education for the Blind Workshop, New York  NY.  June, 1994.

DeSantis, Karin.  "Thought Category Development in Beginning Viewers: Two Case Studies."  Paper 
presented at the Bard College Symposium: Museum Education: What Works and Why?  May, 
1992.

Dickinson, Kim.       A Study of Visitors to an Art Museum Costume Exhibit.   
Master's Thesis, Massachusetts College of Art.  1995.

Jaquith, Diane.  "Boston-Latin School - NEA Connections Curriculum   Aesthetic Development Evaluation.
School Year 1990-1991."  Report to the Boston Latin School. 1991.

Jaquith, Diane.        Measuring Aesthetic Development Across Domains: A  Comparative Study of High    
     School Students' Responses to Painting and         Sculpture.     Master's Thesis, Massachusetts College of
Art.  1992.

Jaquith, Diane.  "Thought Category Development of Participants in the Bard/Red Hook Program."  Paper 
presented at the Bard College Symposium: Museum Education: What Works and Why?  May, 
1992.

Items marked with an asterisk (*) are available for download at the Visual Understanding in Education
website, http://www.vue.org.

For more information, please contact:

Visual Understanding in Education
149 5th Ave  Room 708
NY NY 10010
212 253-9007


