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Visual Thinking brought to life for teachers

By Tony Edeisteln
Nealf Weiter

One cacher thought $he painting
dopicted » traveling circus. Asother
teacher wugpesied thae he painong
made & statemesl sbout clas atue
The msoderstor listenad anestively %
thow operons, restated thew observa-
ticens for the groep and probed 1o find
ol what detsls in the pictare wp-
ported the respective interpretalions.
For 9¢ teachors 3 Redwood Schood,
thes was their firnt expossre to a pro-
pram called Vousl Thishing Seeste-
g and they were expencncag 4
typical VIS lesson

VTS s 2 wractured program foe
clerremarny shool vinderts thal uses
Mt 1o seach and enhance observanon,
thnking ad commenxcation skill
Ongmally conceived am 2 meams ©
develop acsihetic viewing shills, o
has been found 10 correlate wah
improverments @ stodeats” wniting
and critical thisbong peocesses

VTS is the product of a collabors.
thon between Abogall Howsen, » Hare
vard-educated cognence psycholo-
pol, end Phalip Yenawine, the Sormer
drecnor of eduwcation ot the Museun
of Modern Art i New York Cey. 1t
b exited for abost |5 yeany and
schools arens the counlty Bave
aopted

However, the program sow deing
implemnentod ot Rodwood is the firwt
full school VTS mitisneve in New Jer.
wy

Rodwood's good fortune 1s duog to
2 webatantial monctary domation by &
West Ovange couple. Bill and Lisa G
Westhemer have dosated $2X.000 o
cover the emtiee cost of brnging the
VTS program 10 Redwood The Wes-
themners, who are accomplished
prists  themseives, wore aware of
VTS and it correlation with acadern-
K impvovement 8 2 result of thesr
fnendship with Philp Yenawime, o
of Bhe developens of VTS Mr. Wen-
beincy, a photographer, spproached
Sepenmendent of Schoals  Jerry

Amy Chase-Gilden, New York regional director for Visual Understanaing in Educason,
z:uﬁeowoodu teachers in 8 new method of teaching through the use of art at the Mont-
r useum

TarmofT and offered 10 fund e pro-
gram. Tamof! recoived Weshemer's
offer enthunisstcally and accepted it
afler secing & peosertation sbout VTS,

The Wesheimers' gescrosity is
partcularly noteworthy becasse they
0 act have sy childeen themselves
Thus, Sheir gift 0 the whool dmtrict
was motrvated solcly by Seir dewiee
1o bemg & benefit 1o West Orange

“WVe are comamtied 10 o Comey-
mty,” Bill Westhemner sald. “The best
ting for everyone i 3 good odua
tion *

Although Mr. aad M Wem-
heirncr were imatrumentsl m bemping
B¢ program 1 West Ovange, Bhey dud
MR particgate 0 the decison about

which school would houwse the pro-
gran

“They (Ssanct admanoirsoes) are
peofossionale,” Mr. Wasthowner said
“They don't nood 2» arvatowr like me
telling them what o do.™

TanolY chose Rodwood as the site
for the program because the stafl had
openence working oa a collaborative
art peggect Lt yoar

To commemorste Redwood's S0
armviversary, o teacher Loa Schestal
spearheaded a» effors hat mvolved
the entire waf and stedert body. They
made coramic tiks conlaining dheir
individual portrats and the tdes were
affaed 1o one of e nasde wally

The VTS program coomists of 10

oo m which stodents are shown
wanous works of e asd ashed 10 do-
Cuss there

The format of the decesson s
structured 1o clic e whadont resposses
0 broad qeestions. In particular, the
Dacibistor of the discusiion who
may be the classroom teacher or the
ot wacher — Is traned 10 prompe the
sudents wieh  wpeafic  questions
depending o the geade level. For
grades three 10 five, the firdt goestion
B "Ahat's going 00 in Bhis pictare™
The qeestion 1 dosgaed 10 eacournge
students to Susk beyond the coscrete
wniges they soe ad to make infer-
o Aot the s3ory o the mevage
the arsnt s trymg % comrvey

Onee a3 stodent voluntioen 3
response, the faclitateor pshs the yu
Sene 10 uPppont Bis oF v observanion
by mkomg "What & you wo ha
makes vou sy thar™ The mvient of the
QIO 5 50 prodd 1he snadent 1o pive
evidence fromm the artwork, wheh
allosas the sdend 10 praciice feason
g ad bpcal thinking Since o bey
obpective of the program » for wu
derts 0 realize thet Sere e ™o
nght™ and “wroeg”™ awers when
responding o a paece of an, the facil
nor will hen sock other opisscen by
akag “What moare can we find ™

Thewe quostions thae the facilne
fors are tramod 10 ok are far from
randons

“They have all been validated by
reoweanch ™ sad Amy Chane Gulden,
who pave the VTS proscrtation to the
Redwood wafl. “The program has
wndergone a | Syear evolution ™

Chase Gulden s the New York
reponal dwector for Vissal Lader-
sandisg n Edecation, the orpanurs-
ton thae peadues VTS

It wes Chawe Guden who also
made the prescresticn thw
Tarnof on the progran

The Redwood safl will recenve
formal tranng » VIS & the Mom
clair At Muscurn. Althosgh the
muscorn iy oot afflated with the VTS
program. 1 has agreed 00 hest the
taming sovmons, & well as recene
several viuts dunng the yoar from
Redwood stadents

“The peogram is wonderful for the
" Tamof! wed, "and s & gremt
profenicnal development opporteney
for the salr™

For Bill and Lisa Westhewner, & s
a3 opportumity to bave a posave
srpact = Beir comeTraraty

“The best thing we can do for our
community.” Bl Westheuner sasd,
"n 1o texch them, The poal s w0
enbante all academic mxcowes |f
Kids can be more anahytcal and learn
80 communicaty boger, they H readly
be abead of the game.”
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